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In August 1994 a workshop Recent Developments in Schur Analysis
was held at the University of Leipzig, Germany, in Honor of Vladimir
Petrovich Potapov who would have been 80 years old then. About one half
of the material in this book is based on lectures presented at this workshop.
In addition to this there is some historical material based on reminiscences
of former colleagues, students and associates of Potapov, translations of a
number of important papers clarifying Potapov’s approach to problems of
interpolation and extension, and two expository papers especially written
for this volume. The technical papers can be grouped into six categories:
multiplicative decompositions, fundamental matrix inequalities, canonical
systems of differential equations, the abstract interpolation problem, spaces
with an indefinite metric, and other directions.
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An international conference on Multivariate Approximation and Splines
was held in Mannheim, Germany, in September 1996. This book contains
24 refereed papers which were presented at this conference. It was the aim
of the conference to give an overview of recent developments in multi-
variate approximation with special emphasis on spline methods. Some of
the topics covered are: data fitting, approximation, interpolation, splines,
radial basis functions, neural networks, computer aided design methods,
subdivision algorithms, and wavelets.
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